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- ’ The enclosed oopy of & lsthter from the Chalrmen of
+he Tnterdepartmentel Tnbelligence Conference to the Execubive
Secrebary, NSC, dn:bed Angust ¢, -1942, is olroulated heremith for
the informetion of the Metiomsl Security Council and of the
Secretary of the Treasury and the Attornsy Genernl, who have
w‘-icipe.ted in prior I8C cona:id.eﬁ.tions of this aubjach.

The Depu.rt:msnt 01' Stat:e edrized, on Augus'b 19, 1949,
m‘b it comgurs in the imbterpretaiion plmced by the Inlerdepert-
mental Intelligence Conference upon the commentz of the Deperiment
o:' State as noted ix Refersnce je . .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES TEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Washington, D. C.

mgust 4, 194_9 , - — —
COoOPY L '

Rear Admiral Sidney W. Souers

Executive Secrotary -

National Security Coumeil

014d Staie Department Bullding -

Washington, D. C.
Yy dear Adwiral:

Reference is made to your memorandum dsted July 18, 1949, which forwarded
to the Interdepartmental Intelligence Conference the approved Charters of the Inter
deparimental Intelligernce Conference and the Interdepartmentsl Committee on Internal
Seturity, the document being NSC 17/6.

Tt is observed that your memorandum of July 18, 1949, reflected that the
National Security Councll noted the remarks of the Department of State as follows:

"Domestic intelligence concerns information ard investigation of esplonzge,
counter-espionage, eic., which pertains to the internsl security of the
United States and therefore is ip subject maiter pertinent to the internal
affairs of the United States. Forelgn imtelligence, which pertzins to
foreign affalrs and in subject mettor is pertinent to foreign couniriss R

is 2lso concerned with certain intelligence activities in the United States,
notalbly the exploitation for forzign intelligence purposes of refugees,
defectors, fareign nationality groups, etc. Coordination of such matters
of jolnt concern to domestic and foreign intelligence showld be effectad

in the Intelligence Adviscry Commitiee with the FEI sitting as a rembap.!

Whils demestic intelligence does concern informetion and investigation of
espionage, counter-espionage, and so forth, which pertain to the internal ssewrity
of the United States, it extends to a much troader field than that suggested by the
State Depertment. For example, the FEI reQuires intelligence information incidental
to its varied statutory responsikilities in addition to ihe Esplonage and Sabotage
Statutes, and the Armed Services must have, strategic inbeliigence with reference to
the vitel industries of the Umited States, -~ ... - . et LT

It is noted that the State Depariment has steted that foreign intelligence
is aisc concerned with certain intelligence activities in-the Undted States, notably
the exploitation for foreign intelligente purposes of refugees, defectors, foreign
nationality groups, and so forth. It is felt by the members of the Interdepartment~
al Intelligence Conference thmt foreign intelligence is concerned in these demestic
matters in the same sense that domestic intelligence is concerped with similar
activities alroad. In operzting in domestic intelligence, thers is not only con—
cern in foreign intelligence, tut it iz an urgent necessity that informatien be

. recsived regarding such matters as operations of foreign-directed organizetions and

of dispatch of espionare and sabobage agents to the United States. If the State
Department, im its statements, means that the Intelligence Advisory Committee should
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coordinate as between foreign and domestic intelligence, there would seem to be neo
objection; however, if the State Department means that IAC should coordinate the
efforts within the United States in the specified fields, then it would appear that
the Intelligence Advisory Cormittee would be encroaching on the jurisdiction as-
signed to the Interdepartmental Intelligence Conference.

It is deemed desirabtile by the members of the Interdepartmental Inmtelli-

gerce Conference that these observations in this comnecticn be forwarded to you
in order that the National Security Council may be fully cognizant df the views

of the Interdepartmantal Intelligence Conference members. M
With expressicns of my highest esteem,
Sincerely yours,
/s/ J. EDGAR HOOVER

Chairman
Interdepartmental Intelligence Conference
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